
 

 

 
 
  

Dear Friend,  

This season felt particularly special. From the critically acclaimed regional premieres featured on 
our Main Stage, the inaugural Pipeline Series elevating our dedication to new play development, 
and Resident Playwright Theresa Rebeck in the national spotlight, to work developed in Dorset 
being produced across the country, Dorset Theatre Festival has become the place for bold, 
innovative theatre.  

In addition to growing national recognition, we have deepened our local roots with new Community 
Partner Nights to celebrate our Giving Back Ticket Initiative and expanded free community events 
including show talks, panel discussions, and food truck matinees. Our education initiatives included 
our Jean E. Miller Young Playwrights Competition, the Apprentice Program for rising theatre 
professionals, and a sponsored field trip for students from local parks and recreation departments. 
Here in Vermont we often encourage “buying local,” but “giving local” is just as important. We are 
dedicated not only to the development of new work contributing to the national landscape, but also 
to the people in our community who make it possible. You are as much a part of our national 
headlines as we are.  

This year, we welcomed a new team to join Artistic Director Dina Janis in supporting Dorset Theatre 
Festival’s mission to bring theatre that matters  to the Green Mountains of Southern Vermont. We 
are a lean and effective team, making the most of what we have and putting every dollar right back 
into our growing programs. We have big goals, big ideas, and now, an even bigger team to bolster 
our efforts in producing the challenging and important work being created in our own backyard. 

Ticket sales alone do not cover the expenses for this vital artistic venture, and we continue to rely 
on the supporters who know us best to keep this 41-year tradition alive. Please consider a gift of 
any size, and make Dorset Theatre Festival part of your charitable giving. We look forward to seeing 
you next summer!  
 
Sincerely,  

 

Ryan Koss          Marissa Hutton     Will Rucker    Dina Janis  
Marketing &         Executive Director           Producing Director   Artistic Director  
Development Manager  
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Dorset Theatre Festival’s 41st Season - Did you feel it too? 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• Resident Playwright Theresa Rebeck was recently featured on the cover of the New York Times Arts & Leisure section. She has two 
plays in NYC this fall, following world premieres here at the Festival, including Downstairs (2017) starring Tyne and Tim Daly, 
opening Off-Broadway at the historic Cherry Lane Theatre in November 2018. Rebeck’s The Way of the World (2016) was part of the 
Women’s Voices Theatre Festival at the esteemed Folger Theatre in Washington, DC earlier this year. 

• Martyna Majok won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize in Drama for her play Cost of Living. A rough draft of the play was first read in Dorset 
Theatre Festival’s 2015 New Play Reading Series.  

• Institutional collaborations broadened our network and increased our capabilities in serving artists. Holland Taylor’s Ann starring 
Jayne Atkinson was a co-production with WAM Theatre in the Berkshires, where it will play again in October. Pride and Prejudice 
was produced in collaboration with Actors’ Shakespeare Project in Boston.  

• More than 15 plays developed at Dorset Theatre Festival have been produced on stages nationwide.  

 

• Our Women Artists Writing Group made its NYC debut with the Pages in Process reading at Primary Stages in March. Now in its third 
year, the group traveled to Dorset in September for the annual writers’ retreat.  

• The Annual Jean E. Miller Young Playwrights Competition received 54 submissions from 12 participating local middle and high 
schools. Once again we sent talented theatre educators into schools at no cost to schools or students.  

• We expanded our new play development with the inaugural Pipeline Series of one-night only presentations of new works and new 
collaborations. The Pipeline offers a week-long residency with professional actors and a public reading to up-and-coming and 
established playwrights. 

 

• More people than ever took advantage of our Giving Back Ticket Initiative that offers pay-what-you-like tickets to firefighters, police, 
EMS, Habitat for Humanity families and volunteers, farmers, Refuse to Use graduates, military and their families. 

• There was donated food and live music at all three Community Partner Nights we hosted to thank and celebrate our Giving Back 
participants and program sponsors.  

• This season we gave over $20,000 worth of tickets back to the community.  

 

DORSET GOES NATIONAL  

DORSET GIVES BACK  

Downstairs (2017), starring Tim and Tyne Daly    Cost of Living new play reading (2015)                                  Pride and Prejudice (2018) 

DEVELOPING NEW WORK AND NEW VOICES  

2018 HIGHLIGHTS 

Invictus Mingus by Frank Harts in the 2018 Pipeline Series    Women Artists Writing Group 2018 Dorset retreat 

2018 Community Partner Night                 Dorset volunteer firefighters  


